Interesting aspects of geriatric cardiology.
Geriatric cardiology requires special knowledge and experience. It is not possible to extrapolate directly experience obtained with young patients to old people. Because of the multiple illnesses, many serious, in the elderly cardiac patients, it is imperative for the cardiologist to be, first of all, a master internist at all times. Old patients with their multiple illnesses are also sensitive to drugs, including digitalis and diuretics. There is a need to train more physicians in geriatric cardiology in order to offer the old patient the best of care since so many old people are living today. There is also a need to learn the effects of the aging process itself on the human heart. Such studies should command priorities in financial and other forms of support.